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Abstract

Good governance, as a key indicator of political system efficiency, plays a
significant role in shaping states’ behavior in international relations.
Domestic governance quality, reflected in transparency, accountability,
effectiveness, and the rule of law, can influence foreign policy orientation.
Accordingly, this study examines the impact of domestic governance quality
on the behavioral patterns of the Islamic Republic of Iran in international
relations. The central research question is: How does domestic governance
quality affect Iran’s behavior in the international arena? The hypothesis
posits that improving effectiveness, transparency, and institutional cohesion
will move Iran’s international behavior toward greater engagement,
predictability, and soft power. Using a descriptive-analytical method and a
theoretical framework combining good governance theory with
neoclassical realist approaches, the findings indicate that poor domestic
governance increases foreign policy uncertainty, reduces decision-making
coherence, and weakens Iran’s international image. Conversely, improving
good governance indicators enhances international trust and diplomatic
interaction. Institutional cohesion and managerial effectiveness also reduce
foreign policy costs, while transparency and accountability strengthen
public diplomacy and international legitimacy. Therefore, improving
domestic governance not only increases internal political efficiency but also
enhances Iran’s international standing and facilitates more effective
engagement with the global system.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction: Domestic governance is a fundamental determinant of a political
system’s performance and can significantly influence a state’s foreign policy and
international behavior. The quality of governance, particularly in terms of
transparency, accountability, efficiency, institutional coherence, and the rule of law,
affects the capacity of governments to formulate consistent policies, manage
resources, and respond effectively to domestic and international challenges. For the
Islamic Republic of Iran, whose international behavior is shaped by complex
regional, security, economic, and diplomatic conditions, domestic governance
constitutes an important factor in determining its international interactions.
Weaknesses in domestic governance may increase uncertainty, reduce policy
coherence, and impose additional diplomatic and economic costs, whereas improved
governance can enhance credibility, bargaining capacity, diplomatic flexibility, and
international legitimacy. This study therefore examines how the quality of domestic
governance affects the behavioral patterns of the Islamic Republic of Iran in
international relations and identifies the implications of governance improvement for
Iran’s foreign policy effectiveness and international standing.

Research Question: The main research question is: How does the quality of
domestic governance influence the behavioral patterns and foreign policy of the
Islamic Republic of Iran in international relations? The study also examines how
improvements in transparency, accountability, efficiency, and institutional
coordination may affect Iran’s predictability, diplomatic engagement, soft power,
foreign policy costs, international legitimacy, and national security.

Research Hypothesis: The study hypothesizes that higher-quality domestic
governance contributes to more coherent, predictable, efficient, and internationally
credible foreign policy behavior by the Islamic Republic of Iran. Conversely,
weaknesses in governance, including limited transparency, institutional
fragmentation, managerial inefficiency, and inadequate accountability, increase
uncertainty in foreign policy, reduce international trust, raise diplomatic costs, and
constrain Iran’s capacity to pursue an active and constructive role in regional and
international affairs.

Methodology and Theoretical Framework: This research employs a descriptive-
analytical method with a comparative and explanatory orientation. Data were
collected through library research, scholarly literature, relevant theoretical works,
and political and legal documents concerning governance and Iran’s foreign
relations. The theoretical framework combines Good Governance Theory and
Neoclassical Realism in international relations. Good Governance Theory
emphasizes transparency, accountability, efficiency, institutional effectiveness, and
the rule of law as essential components of effective political management.
Neoclassical Realism, while recognizing the importance of the international
distribution of power and external pressures, emphasizes the role of domestic
institutions, state capacity, and decision-making processes in translating systemic
pressures into foreign policy behavior. The combination of these approaches
provides a framework for explaining how domestic governance can mediate Iran’s
responses to the international environment.

Research Findings: The findings indicate that the quality of domestic governance
has a substantial influence on Iran’s foreign policy and international behavior. First,
improved efficiency, transparency, and institutional coherence can increase the
predictability of Iran’s foreign policy and facilitate more effective diplomatic
engagement. Greater internal coordination enables Iran to formulate clearer positions
and pursue more consistent strategies in multilateral negotiations, regional
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organizations, and international institutions. Predictability can also reduce
uncertainty among international partners and create greater opportunities for
economic, political, and security cooperation.

Second, weak domestic governance tends to increase uncertainty in foreign policy
decision-making. Administrative inefficiency, institutional fragmentation, limited
transparency, and inadequate coordination may produce inconsistent policies and
make Iran’s international positions more difficult for external actors to anticipate.
Such uncertainty can weaken confidence in Iran’s commitments and complicate
long-term diplomatic relationships. Consequently, improving domestic governance
can contribute to greater stability and consistency in foreign policy.

Third, effective governance strengthens public diplomacy, soft power, and
international legitimacy. Transparent and accountable domestic institutions can
improve Iran’s international image and demonstrate greater institutional capacity.
Participation in regional, humanitarian, scientific, and cultural initiatives can
generate stronger international influence when supported by credible domestic
governance. Thus, international power is not determined exclusively by military and
economic capabilities; institutional performance and domestic legitimacy can also
affect a state’s ability to exercise influence.

Fourth, improved governance can reduce the costs of foreign policy. Effective
institutional coordination and transparent decision-making reduce the likelihood of
contradictory policies, duplication, and inefficient allocation of financial, human,
and diplomatic resources. Greater internal cohesion allows foreign policy decisions
to be made more efficiently and enables Iran to direct available resources toward
strategic objectives.

Fifth, domestic governance has implications for international credibility and national
security. Institutional coherence and effective decision-making can strengthen Iran’s
credibility in strategic negotiations and improve its capacity to respond to external
threats through diplomatic and economic instruments. In the regional context,
effective governance can also increase Iran’s capacity to adopt constructive and
mediating roles in regional crises.

Conversely, domestic institutional weaknesses may limit its ability to respond
rapidly and consistently to international developments and may encourage a more
defensive foreign policy posture. Overall, the findings demonstrate that domestic
governance does not determine Iran’s foreign policy independently of the
international environment. Rather, it functions as an important intervening variable
that shapes the way Iran perceives, processes, and responds to external opportunities
and constraints.

Conclusion: The study concludes that the quality of domestic governance is a
significant determinant of the behavioral patterns of the Islamic Republic of Iran in
international relations. Improvements in transparency, accountability, efficiency,
institutional coordination, and rule of law can contribute to greater foreign policy
predictability, stronger diplomatic engagement, enhanced soft power, reduced policy
costs, and greater international credibility.

Conversely, governance deficiencies can increase uncertainty, weaken institutional
coherence, reduce international trust, and constrain Iran’s ability to pursue effective
regional and global strategies. Accordingly, strengthening domestic governance
should be regarded not only as an internal administrative objective but also as an
important component of Iran’s foreign policy capacity and national security. A
coordinated strategy that combines domestic institutional reform with adaptation to
changes in the international environment can enhance Iran’s bargaining power,
diplomatic flexibility, and constructive participation in regional and global affairs.
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Ultimately, stronger domestic governance can provide a more stable foundation for
pursuing national interests and improving Iran’s position within the international
system.

Keywords: Good Governance, Foreign Policy, Islamic Republic of Iran,
International Relations, Soft Power.
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