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Abstract

This study examines the role of cyber espionage in redefining security threats
and its impact on United States foreign policy. The central research question is
how cyber espionage has transformed perceptions of security threats and
reshaped U.S. foreign policy strategies. Drawing on cybersecurity theory and
the securitization approach, and employing a descriptive—analytical method, the
study analyzes the position of cyber espionage within the national security
structure and foreign policy of the United States. The findings demonstrate that
cyber espionage has evolved beyond a merely technical threat and has been
redefined as a strategic threat to national security, critical infrastructure, and
U.S. economic and political interests. The expansion of cyber threats and
increasing involvement of state and non-state actors have encouraged U.S.
foreign policy to strengthen cyber deterrence, expand international security
cooperation, and enhance intelligence and surveillance capabilities. Moreover,
U.S. security and intelligence institutions play a central role in managing and
responding to digital espionage threats. Overall, the expansion of cyber
espionage has contributed to redefining traditional concepts of security and
generating new forms of transnational threats. Consequently, cyber espionage
has become a major driver of transformation in U.S. security, intelligence, and
diplomatic policies in the digital age.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction: The rapid development of information and communication
technologies and the growing dependence of governments, economies, and critical
infrastructure on digital networks have fundamentally transformed the nature of
security threats in the international system. In this context, cyberspace has evolved
from a primarily technological domain into a strategic arena for geopolitical
competition, intelligence gathering, power projection, and the reconfiguration of
international power relations. Among emerging cyber threats, cyber espionage has
acquired particular strategic significance because it enables actors to penetrate
information systems, obtain sensitive data, influence decision-making processes, and
gain informational advantages without resorting to conventional military force. The
United States, as a leading global power and a major technological actor, has been
particularly exposed to these developments due to its extensive dependence on digital
infrastructures and its central position in the global information environment. The
present study argues that cyber espionage can no longer be understood merely as a
technical or intelligence-related threat; rather, it has increasingly been constructed as
a strategic and existential threat to U.S. national security, critical infrastructure,
technological superiority, and geopolitical interests. The study therefore focuses on
the mechanisms through which cyber espionage has been transformed into a
prioritized security concern and examines its consequences for the evolution of U.S.
foreign policy.

Research Question: Through what discursive and security mechanisms has cyber
espionage contributed to the redefinition of security threats and the reconfiguration
of U.S. foreign policy strategies?

Research Hypothesis: The study hypothesizes that the impact of cyber espionage
on U.S. foreign policy is not determined solely by the technological characteristics
of cyber threats; rather, it is primarily mediated by the process of securitization
through which the U.S. government, as a securitizing actor, represents cyber
espionage as a strategic and existential threat through official discourse, strategic
documents, intelligence assessments, and institutional practices. The acceptance of
this security narrative by relevant audiences legitimizes extraordinary measures and
subsequently contributes to the redefinition of security threats and the transformation
of U.S. foreign and security policies.

Methodology and Theoretical Framework: This study employs a descriptive—
analytical methodology to examine the position of cyber espionage within the
national security structure and foreign policy of the United States. The theoretical
framework integrates two complementary approaches: cybersecurity theory and the
securitization theory of the Copenhagen School. Cybersecurity theory provides an
analytical basis for explaining the distinctive characteristics of cyber threats,
including their transnational nature, attribution difficulties, rapid dissemination,
persistent intrusion capabilities, access to strategic information, and potential impact
on critical infrastructure and governmental decision-making. Securitization theory,
developed within the Copenhagen School, explains how political actors transform an
issue from an ordinary policy concern into an existential security threat through
speech acts, official documents, strategic narratives, and political practices. Within
the analytical model of this study, cyber espionage constitutes the independent
variable, securitization functions as the mediating variable, and the redefinition of
security threats and the transformation of U.S. foreign policy constitute the
dependent variables. The analysis focuses on five core components of securitization:
the securitizing actor, the referent object, the speech act, the audience, and
extraordinary measures.
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Research Findings: The findings demonstrate that cyber espionage has moved
beyond the domain of a technical or conventional intelligence threat and has been
reconstructed within U.S. national security discourse as a strategic and existential
threat. The U.S. government, together with security, intelligence, military, and
political institutions, has played a central role in this securitization process by
portraying cyber espionage as a threat to national security, critical infrastructure,
digital sovereignty, technological superiority, strategic decision-making, and the
continuity of governmental functions.

Strategic documents, official statements, intelligence assessments, and institutional
practices have functioned as important speech acts through which cyber espionage
has been elevated to the national security agenda. At the same time, the acceptance
of this security narrative by Congress, executive institutions, the media, technology
companies, research institutions, the public, and international allies has facilitated
the institutionalization of cybersecurity as a permanent component of U.S. security
governance.

The findings further indicate that the securitization of cyber espionage has
transformed the concept of deterrence in U.S. security policy. Traditional deterrence,
which was primarily associated with military capabilities and conventional strategic
power, has increasingly been complemented by cyber deterrence, enhanced threat-
detection capabilities, rapid response mechanisms, intelligence cooperation, and
strengthened protection of critical infrastructure. Moreover, cybersecurity has
become an increasingly important component of U.S. foreign policy through cyber
sanctions, formal attribution of cyber operations, intelligence sharing, cyber
diplomacy, and expanded security cooperation with allies within NATO, the G7, and
other multilateral arrangements.

The study also demonstrates that the securitization process has contributed to
institutional reforms, increased investment in cyber capabilities, closer coordination
among intelligence, military, governmental, and private-sector actors, and the
expansion of surveillance and intelligence capacities. Consequently, the boundary
between domestic and external security has become increasingly blurred, while
cyberspace has emerged as a major arena of geopolitical competition and security
diplomacy.

Conclusion: The study concludes that cyber espionage has become a major driver
of transformation in U.S. national security and foreign policy in the digital age. Its
strategic significance cannot be adequately explained by its technological
characteristics or by the increasing frequency and sophistication of cyber operations
alone. Rather, its political significance has been constructed through a process of
securitization in which U.S. political and security actors have represented cyber
espionage as an existential threat, secured audience acceptance, and thereby
legitimized extraordinary security measures.

This process has expanded the referent objects of national security from territorial
integrity and military capabilities to include critical infrastructure, information
security, digital networks, technological superiority, the digital economy, supply
chains, and strategic decision-making capabilities. As a result, U.S. foreign policy
has increasingly incorporated cyber deterrence, cyber sanctions, intelligence
cooperation, cyber diplomacy, and multilateral cybersecurity arrangements. Overall,
the study demonstrates that cyber espionage should be understood not merely as a
technological phenomenon but as a strategic factor contributing to the transformation
of security concepts, institutional structures, and foreign policy instruments in the
United States. The integration of cybersecurity theory with securitization theory
therefore provides a more comprehensive explanation of how technological
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developments are translated into security priorities and ultimately reshape the foreign
policy behavior of a major international power.

Keywords: Cyber Espionage, National Security, United States Foreign Policy,
Security Threats.
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