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Abstract

The Twelve-Day War of 2025 had a profound impact on the collective lived
experience and the representation of identity discourse in Iran, affecting
both the nation and the state. This event not only transformed national
sentiments but also raised fundamental questions regarding the nature and
structure of national identity. While the dominant identity discourse over
recent decades has consisted of a combination of religious, revolutionary,
and traditional elements, the war highlighted the need for rethinking and
reintegrating national identity, particularly through the development of new
sources, values, and shared narratives. Accordingly, the present study seeks
to answer the question of how the Twelve-Day War of 2025 influenced the
reinterpretation of identity discourse in Iran and what new framework for
national identity can be proposed in its aftermath. The study assumes that
the integration of deeply rooted traditional narratives within Iranian culture
and Islamic identity into a comprehensive discourse can contribute to
strengthening national cohesion in the post-war period. The findings
suggest that the redefinition of national identity is not only a theoretical and
experiential necessity but also a vital political and social requirement for
the effective restoration of unity and cultural cohesion. Following the Israeli
attack on lIran, artificial intelligence can influence the formation of identity
and political discourses through the analysis of large volumes of data. These
systems are capable of intensifying emotions such as perceptions of threat,
the spirit of resistance, and national solidarity by prioritizing certain content
in cyberspace. In doing so, they can foreground particular narratives of
“collective identity” and “otherness” in public consciousness.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction: Following Israel’s attack on Iran and the subsequent “12-Day War,”
Iranian society has entered a new phase of identity re-evaluation, wherein national
identity is no longer shaped solely by traditional historical, cultural, or political
factors but is increasingly constructed through interaction with artificial intelligence,
algorithms, and digital platforms. This shift transforms algorithms into new cultural
and political actors capable of steering information flows, reproducing narratives,
and influencing public perception. Theoretically, this process can be understood
through the lenses of “algorithmic soft power” and “data politics,” suggesting that
national identity is not merely an elite-driven construct but the outcome of complex
interactions among citizens, media, algorithms, and transnational institutions.
Consequently, classical approaches to identity and discourse must be re-examined to
account for the hidden layers of meaning production in the digital sphere.
Practically, algorithms can either reinforce national cohesion and cultural resilience
or amplify social fragmentation and weaken collective identity, depending on which
narratives are highlighted or marginalized. In the post-war environment, Iranian
society faces an overwhelming volume of often contradictory narratives—produced
by domestic media, international social networks, and Al-generated content—
making it strategically essential for policymakers to understand algorithmic
mechanisms in cultural and media domains. The post-12-Day War era thus
represents not merely a politico-military scene but the emergence of a new meaning-
making ecosystem where data, images, and algorithmic narratives decisively shape
the collective conscience of Iranians.

Addressing this issue is critical both for a scientific understanding of Iran’s identity
transformations and for designing effective cultural and media security strategies.
By examining how analytical and generative algorithms reconstruct Iran’s image in
cyberspace and global media, researchers can identify which traditional and modern
identity elements are accentuated in this redefinition. Neglecting the role of Al
algorithms in reproducing identity discourse, therefore, means overlooking one of
the most influential factors shaping Iran’s political and social future in the
contemporary era.

Research Question: The research question of the present study is: How has the 12-
Day War in 2025 influenced the reinterpretation of identity discourse in Iran, and
what new framework for national identity can be proposed as a result?

Research Hypothesis: It is hypothesized that the integration of deep-rooted
traditional narratives within Iranian culture with Islamic identity, within the
framework of an inclusive discourse, can lead to the strengthening of national
solidarity in the post-war period.

Methodology and Theoretical Framework: The conceptual framework of this
study is based on the theory that national solidarity is not a consequence but rather
an antecedent and a variable that takes precedence over the occurrence of war. This
means that the degree of a society's identity-based and cultural cohesion is the
primary determinant of how it responds to security crises, interprets war events, and
shapes post-war identity discourses. According to this perspective, war does not
constitute an identity-originating point; instead, it functions as a "representational
turning point" that accentuates, reproduces, or transforms pre-existing "we/other"
narratives. To test this hypothesis, the present study employs a qualitative analysis
method with a descriptive-analytical approach. This method involves the systematic
description of events, discourses, and layers of meaning produced within the
political-media space (with an emphasis on algorithms and digital data), followed by
a causal-explanatory analysis to uncover patterns of national identity redefinition in




Ve

1)

3t
E’/’ V4
o Olanyye 5k @ s (6 S/ OleaiS J g 5 035,) Y K 5 S s

the post-12-Day War period. Such a framework enables a productive linkage
between macro-level theorization (the precedence of national solidarity) and micro-
level empirical observation (discursive and algorithmic transformations).

Research Findings: One of the key applications of artificial intelligence in this field
is measuring the degree of cohesion or divergence in identity perceptions. This
quantitative assessment can serve as a basis for macro-level decision-making, aiming
both to strengthen national cohesion on the one hand and to better manage social
crises on the other. In this way, artificial intelligence is not merely an analytical tool
but also an effective factor in ensuring national security. Therefore, the use of Al-
driven data and algorithms for the study of identity requires the development of clear
and precise ethical and legal frameworks. Protecting individuals' privacy and
preventing data misuse is an undeniable necessity in order to ensure that the
utilization of this technology serves the national interest and reduces internal and
external threats.

Conclusion: The results of this study indicate that integrating identity-based
analyses with artificial intelligence significantly enhances the ability to predict and
manage social transformations. This approach can lead to the design of intelligent
cultural and security policies that enhance national security and support the country's
long-term interests. Furthermore, artificial intelligence enables the identification of
influential networks and media streams that play a role in shaping identity discourse;
by understanding these networks, policymakers can design targeted measures to
strengthen social cohesion and mitigate the impact of divisive messages.
Collaboration between Al-driven data mining and identity-oriented research also
creates new opportunities for evaluating cultural and educational policies. Using
predictive models, the long-term effects of cultural and media programs on collective
identity and national security can be assessed, thereby enabling strategic planning on
a scientific basis.

Keywords: Iran, National Identity, Otherness, Social Cohesion, Discourse.
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