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Abstract

The South China Sea is considered a strategic region in Asia and the Pacific.
This waterway has become an arena of competition and showdown
between the United States and China over the past decade. This water area
has become a scene of power struggle and confrontation between the
United States and China over the past decade. The emergence of China's
hard power in the region and the response of the United States and the
South China Sea littoral states to these threats could affect the balance of
power in East Asia, while developing tensions and arms races in East Asia.
The main question of the research is: What are the dynamics of US alliance-
building against China in the South China Sea?! The research hypothesis is
that China, by adopting a policy of internal balancing, has demonstrated
aggressive and tough behavior in the South China Sea, which has increased
Beijing's naval power and become a strategic threat to the United States
and its regional partners in East Asia. Therefore, in response to China's
increasing power and threats in the South China Sea, the United States has
turned to a balance of power initiative in the form of foreign balance within
the framework of its grand strategy. The results of the research show that
The common understanding between the United States and the coastal
countries of the South China Sea of the growing threats from China has led
Washington to confront Beijing by being present in the region and creating
a belt of alliances with coastal allies, which could significantly contribute to
weakening China's power and forming a regional balance in favor of
Washington and its allies in East Asian waters. These confrontations will
greatly affect security and power structures in East Asia. The present
research method is descriptive-analytical and qualitative, and library and
internet methods were used to collect data.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction: China’s assertive and aggressive behavior in the South China Sea and
its increasing power pose a strategic threat to regional countries and the United
States. Therefore, the United States has intensified its presence and intervention in
the South China Sea under the pretext of maintaining freedom of navigation and, in
fact, in response to China’s rapid growth, which has expanded Washington’s regional
influence in East Asia and created tensions and competition in the region. The United
States complements this presence by building strategic alliances with coastal
countries against the Chinese threat and, in this regard, confronts China.

Research Question: What are the dynamics of US alliance-building against China
in the South China Sea?

Research Hypothesis: The hypothesis of the research is that by adopting an internal
balancing policy, China has shown an aggressive and harsh behavior in the South
China Sea, which, while increasing Beijing's naval power, has become a strategic
threat to the United States and its regional partners in East Asia. Therefore, against
the increasing power and threats of China in the South China Sea, the United States
has resorted to the power balance initiative in the form of external balancing within
the framework of its grand strategy.

Methodology and Theoretical Framework: The present research is of an applied
type and is descriptive-explanatory in terms of approach. In the descriptive-
explanatory method, the researcher seeks to accurately describe the current state of
a subject or phenomenon, which includes collecting information to test the
hypothesis or answer questions related to the current state of the subject under study,
and its purpose is not to create change or intervention in that phenomenon; rather, it
only describes it. This research was also qualitative in nature; meaning that the
research data was analyzed qualitatively and interpretively using rational reasoning.
Library and Internet methods were used to collect primary research information and
data. The balance of power theory refers to a situation where states balance
themselves against external power or threat by combining their internal capabilities
and forming alliances with others. The central point of the balance of power system
is that the distribution of capabilities is approximately equal and states prevent
disruption of the system in case of necessity or shifting alliances or engaging in war.

Research Findings: The South China Sea is a strategic region in East Asia and the
Pacific, and has a high international status that has attracted the attention of regional
and international players. China has built artificial islands and fortified them with
military infrastructure, expanding its presence in the South China Sea, challenging
the territorial claims of neighboring countries, and raising questions about freedom
of navigation in the region. However, China’s increased military presence in the
South China Sea does not necessarily indicate that Beijing will use force and bullying
to occupy more islands. Instead, China is seeking to strengthen its military presence
to increase its bargaining leverage in future negotiations over geopolitical disputes
in the region.

Since the beginning of the 21st century, the United States and China have sought to
compete with each other for their position, role, and influence in the world. The
South China Sea represents a microcosm of the growing Sino-US rivalry in the
political-diplomatic, economic, and military spheres; This is particularly true of
conflicting interpretations of the international rules-based order. In early 2010, the
Obama administration announced its policy of reengagement in East Asia. The
policy aims to strengthen US diplomatic and security commitments in the region by
strengthening bilateral alliances and supporting regional multilateralism. The policy
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aims to expand US diplomatic and security commitments in the region by
strengthening bilateral alliances and supporting regional multilateralism. Although
US politicians have repeatedly claimed that the Asia-Pacific rebalancing strategy
does not encompass China, the United States has repeatedly attacked China on
political, diplomatic, military, economic and other fronts. This means that the
strategy is largely designed for China.

It seems that China is balancing the US in a subtle way, and in fact Beijing is seeking
to combine domestic balancing with external soft balancing. The domestic hard
balance strategy aims to increase China’s relative power through economic
development and military modernization, with an emphasis on asymmetric
capabilities; while the foreign soft balance strategy is designed to limit or neutralize
those US policies that are harmful to China’s interests, and this is achieved through
diplomatic proposals in multilateral and bilateral agreements. This strategic logic
provides a stable external environment for China to pursue its path to great power
status through economic growth and accumulation of relative power without a major
confrontation with the United States. Therefore, the sense of insecurity and fear of
coastal states regarding China’s increasing naval power in the South China Sea and
challenging the United States’ superior position in global waters has caused
Washington to react and create ties with its regional allies and partners in the Pacific
with the aim of balancing Beijing’s power in the region.

Conclusion: China is trying to monopolize the South China Sea and reduce
American influence in the region, because Beijing believes that if the United States
increases its influence in its territorial waters, it will threaten not only its commercial
and economic interests, but also China's multifaceted interests. In its competition
with China for influence, Washington has also tried to strengthen its military
cooperation with its allies in the Indo-Pacific region, such as the Philippines, Japan,
and Vietnam. On the other hand, Southeast Asian countries are concerned about
China's growth. Some countries in the region are still engaged in conflicts in the
South China Sea and criticize China for the behavior of the Chinese military fleet in
dealing with their citizens and soldiers. In fact, ASEAN countries are trying to
greatly increase the cost of China's behavior at the regional level by appealing to the
superiority of American military power in the region and create a kind of deterrence
logic against China.

Keywords: America, China, South China Sea, alliance, balance of power.
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